SRt AUROBINDO AND TANTRA

that the" Om is born, so says the Tantra. These things have
been clearly explained in the Sharada-Tilak Tantra:
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The Vija mantra Om is the sound symbol of the universal
creation. In the course of analysing this, the Tantra has
revealed the mystery of creation. Sachchidananda Parameshvara
first manifests himself as Pardndda through his Shakti. It is
Paranada which being concentrated turns into Pardbindu.
Pardbindu becomes threefold and gives rise to Bindundda and
Vijdtmaka Pranava or the OM: all Srutis follow the Om. Here
Paranada and Pardbindu really signify Para Vdk. Again, the
Om rising out of Pardbindu manifests the Pashyanti Vdk. It
goes without saying that all this is an attempt to describe
through sound-symbols the process of the gradual manifestation
of a Truth which is beyond mind and speech. So we have to
look at the truth underlying the symbols. It is not sufficient to
look at the gross mantra. The Veda also says that the word has
four status, three of which are hidden behind, only the fourth
one is spoken by man (Rig Veda, I. 164). Para vdk is beyond
the mind and the intelligence ; it is unthinkable, supramental ;

Pashyanti is above the mind and the intelligence, so we can call
it the Overmind. Sri Aurobindo has described supramental
knowledge as the direct manifestation of Truth and Ishvara
Shakti; the Overmental is the second stage of the creative drive
of Shakti after this first moving forth ; it is out of this stage that
the knower, the knowledge and the known and all other things
in the world have been created. The working of knowledge is
associated with sound ; so all sound symbols and sound concepts
rise from the Overmind, then they are manifested in the
language formed by the mind and the intellect, and lastly in
uttered spech.

All unmanifest, unthinkable, spiritual, illumined shabdas
are changed in the mental mould when they are expressed in
uttered speech. Those who can bring the unmanifest divine
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